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SOCIETY AFFAIRS 

THE ANNUAL CONVENTION 

The Fortieth Annual Convention, at the Hotel Windsor, Mon- 
treal, P. Q., was formally opened on June 22, 1920, in accordance 
with the constitutional requirement that the first session shall be 
held on a Tuesday. A preliminary gathering was held on the 
evening of June 21, at which H. G. Hunter, chairman of the Local 
Entertainment Committee, presided. In opening this meeting, the 
chairman mentioned that Mayor Mederic Martin, who was present, 
had just been through an experience very rare in municipal affairs — 
a strike of the workmen in the water department lasting about thirty- 
six days. 

His Worship, Mayor Martin, then welcomed the Association in 
an address outlining the importance of good water supplies and 
touching on the value of a convention of the Association to the 
water department of a city where it is held. 

R. A. Ross, president of the Engineering Institute of Canada and 
a member of the Administrative Commission of the City of Mon- 
treal, welcomed the Association in the name of the engineers of the 
Dominion, and then gave a brief outline of the effect of the water 
works strike during the previous winter. The water stored in the 
reservoir of the municipal plant was soon exhausted, the supply to 
the higher parts of the city stopped, and some houses had to be 
deserted in consequence. At the time there was no snow to speak 
of on the ground and the frost had worked down 6 feet from the 
surface. 

On New Year's morning a telephone call was sent to the engineers 
of the larger enterprises in the city and about fifty gathered to 
together. They were told that the city needed stationary engineers, 
firemen, mechanics and materials, and it was their duty to provide 
them in the emergency. They did so, and in addition put on over- 
alls themselves. With their help the work of the water department 
was carried on until the strike was settled, something that might 
have been impossible without the assistance of the members of the 
Engineering Institute. 
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President Davis replied to the addresses and at the close of the 
meeting there was an informal reception by Mayor Martin, followed 
by dancing. 

Morning session, June 22. Presiding officer, President Davis, 
who appointed T. A. Leisen, W. S. Cramer and C. R. Wood a com- 
mittee on resolutions. 

The committee appointed to canvass the ballots for officers 
reported the election of the following nominees: For president, 
Beekman C. Little; for vice-president, Dr. Edward Bartow; for 
treasurer, James M. Caird; for trustee, District 2, Harry F. Huy; 
for trustee, District 5, Robert J. Harding. 

The Executive Committee reported that it had three amendments 
to the Constitution to present. The first, recommended by the 
Committee, related to the procedure to be followed by the Nominat- 
ing Committee and was designed to eliminate the large expense of 
the committee's work under the Constitution as amended in 1918. 
After amendment, the proposed amendment was carried in the 
following form: 

Amend Article VI, Section 4, to read as follows: 

As the last order of business of the second session of the first day of the 
annual convention, the members from each District shall elect a member of 
the Nominating Committee to represent their respective Districts. Due 
notice of such election shall be prominently given in the program of the 
Convention, except in 1920, which shall be mailed to the members at least 
three weeks previous to the opening date of the convention. The votes of 
the Districts shall be by ballot or acclaim, and a majority vote of the mem- 
bers of each District present and voting shall elect the member of the Nomi- 
nating Committee to represent that District. The members of the Nominat- 
ing Committee so elected, together with the latest past-president present 
at the convention, who shall be Chairman, shall constitute the Nominating 
Committee to place in nomination candidates for the offices to be filled for 
the ensuing year. 

Amend Article VI, Section 5, to read: 

The Nominating Committee shall hold a meeting at 8.30 a.m. on the second 
day of the convention, previous to which time suggestions of names to fill the 
various offices may be made by the members of the Association to the members 
of the Nominating Committee, or by leaving same with the Secretary of the 
Association prior to the meeting of the Committee; names sent to the Secre- 
tary by mail at any time prior to the meeting of the Committee shall also be 
presented to the Committee for consideration. Nominations shall be by 
majority vote of the Nominating Committee, which must place in nomination 
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one candidate, and may place in nomination two candidates, for each office 
to be filled. 

At any time prior to noon on the first day of March of each year additional 
nominations may be made by request to the Secretary, signed by at least 25 
Active, Honorary or Corporate members, and upon receipt of such request 
the Secretary shall, after acceptance of the nomination by the candidate, 
add such additional nominees to the final ballot to be prepared by him. The 
nominees of the Nominating Committee shall head such final ballot for each 
office, and any additional nominees for the respective offices shall be placed 
under the nominees of the Committee in alphabetical order. 

The second amendment, proposed to change the Secretary from 
an appointee of the Executive Committee to an officer elected by 
the Association. It had been submitted to the Executive Com- 
mittee in accordance with the requirements of the Constitution, 
was submitted to the convention with the disapproval of the Execu- 
tive Committee, and was not adopted. 

The third amendment, recommended by the Executive Com- 
mittee, eliminated Article V, Seetion 7, of the Constitution, to take 
effect April 1, 1921, and was accompanied by a memorandum that 
if the amendment was adopted notice should be sent to all organiza- 
tions whose members were entitled to admission to the American 
Water Works Association without payment of an initiation fee, 
that this privilege would remain in force only until April 1, 1921. 
This amendment was carried. 

The Annual Presidential Address 1 was read by President Davis, 
after which the following papers, illustrated by lantern slides, were 
presented, no discussion of them being permitted owing to the 
lateness of the hour: 

"The Works of the Montreal Water and Power Company," 
F. H. Pitcher. 

"The Municipal Water Supply of Montreal," Thomas W. LeSage. 

Afternoon session, June 22. Presiding officer, President Davis. 

The following papers were presented: 

" Statistics of Water Supplies in the Province of Quebec," Theo. 
J. Lafreniere; discussion by John N. Chester, R. O. Wynne-Roberts, 
Carleton E. Davis and the author. 

"Water Works of the City of Quebec," Charles P. Casgrain; 
discussion by Carleton E. Davis, Beekman C. Little* and the author. 

1 See page 652 of this Journal. 
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"Experiences in Montreal in the Manufacture of Alum," James 
O. Meadows; discussion by A. U. Sanderson, William Gore and the 
author. 

The chair announced the election of the following members of 
the Nominating Committee: District 1, Theo. J. Lafreniere; District 
2, George C. Andrews; District 3, Herman Rosenstreter; District 
4, H. E. Keeler; District 5, E. L. Fulkerson; District 6, Thomas 
Maloney. Col. T. A. Leisen, the latest past-president at the con- 
vention, was chairman of the Committee, under the amendment 
adopted at the morning session. 

Evening session, June 22. Presiding officer, President Davis. 
The papers presented were: 

"Water Works Experiences," 2 Beekman C. Little. 

"Some Economic Features of Pumping Station Operation," 
Leonard A. Day, with lantern slides. 

"Difficulties in Building the Louisville Pumping Station," James 
B. Wilson, with lantern slides. 

Afternoon session, June 23. Presiding officer, President Davis. 
The papers presented were: 

"The Basic Principles Used in the Designs for the New Water 
Supply Works for Winnipeg," James H. Fuertes, with lantern 
slides. 

"Construction Features of the Greater Winnipeg Water District 
Soft Water Supply Scheme," W. G. Chase, with lantern slides. 

Reports from the Illinois, Iowa and Minnesota Sections were 
presented by George C. Habermeyer, Jack J. Hinman, Jr., and F. 
W. Cappelen, respectively. During the year the Illinois Section 
held two meetings and the Iowa Section one. Both Sections en- 
deavor to increase the membership in the Association in connection 
with the correspondence relating to the local meetings and in other 
ways. More interest is shown in the technical features of these 
meetings than in the social features. The Illinois Section has pot 
done any work to better the public standing of water departments 
but the Iowa Section has an active legislative eommittee. 3 Neither 
Section has discussed any of the papers previously printed in the 
Journal. Informal discussions at the Illinois Section meetings 
are stimulated by the presiding officer calling upon the members for 
-their views and experiences; in the Iowa Section a member is gen- 

2 See page 641 of this Journal. 

3 See Journal, March, 1920, page 152. 
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erally requested in advance to be ready to open the discussion on 
each of these topics. Occasional joint meetings with Sections in 
adjoining districts were favored by the Illinois and Iowa Sections. 

Mr. Cappelen reported for the Minnesota Section that it is pro- 
gressing nicely and had held several meetings during the year. 
He considered his most important report to be, however, that 
although this Section had won the Hill Cup for the largest percent- 
age of increase in membership during three successive years, 1917, 
1918 and 1919, the members of the Section considered the effect 
of war conditions on membership so disturbing that it was unfair 
to accept the prize and it was accordingly returned for further 
competition. 4 

The report of the Finance Committee 6 was presented by Col. 
George A. Johnson, chairman, and adopted by formal vote. The 
report recommended an increase in annual dues, which can only be 
made by amending the Constitution; in order that the Executive 
Committee might have full knowledge of the views of all members 
on the subject, made important by the substantial increase in com- 
mittee work of the Association and a general increase in its expenses, 
it was voted to take a letter ballot of the entire membership of the 
Association upon the advisability of increasing the annual dues of 
active members from $5 to $7, those of corporate .membership from 
$5 to $10 and those of associate members from $10 to $15, these 
dues to go into effect on April 1, 1921. Colonel Johnson explained 
that while the annual report of the Finance Committee recom- 
mended an increase in the annual dues of active members from $5 
to $6, the work of the committees of the Association would be 
materially assisted if the dues were made $7 and the Committee 
preferred to see them raised to that amount. 

The report of the Publication Committee 6 was read by title. 

The report of the Association's representatives on the American 
Electrolysis Committee 7 was presented by E. E. Minor. In addi- 
tion to presenting the report Mr. Minor stated that the Commit- 
tee was inaugurating extensive field investigations at East St. 
Louis, 111., which were expected to furnish valuable information on 

4 Later in the Convention it was announced that the cup had been won for 
1919-1920 by the Canadian Section. 
8 See Journal, July, 1920, page 622. 
• See Journal, July, 1920, page 628. 
» See Journal, July, 1920, page 618. 
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the effect of electrical drainage of pipe systems on electrolytic cor- 
rosion at joints and related phenomena. He also presented a report 8 
from the Bureau of Standards and another from Prof. L. A. Hazel- 
tine, the Association's expert assisting its representatives on the 
American Electrolysis Committee, approving the practice of ground- 
ing the secondaries of electric lighting transformers to water pipes, 
providing the grounding is done in accordance with the National 
Electrical Code and where several buildings are supplied from one 
transformer or group of transformers, but one ground connection 
is made to the water piping. 

The report 9 of the Committee on Cold Weather Troubles was 
presented by Charles R. Bettes, chairman. 

The following resolution, introduced by Colonel Johnson, was 
carried after some discussion: 

Whereas, the American Water Works Association, in convention assem- 
bled, being mindful of its responsibilities as the national representative of 
water works men and realizing that such questions as methods of analysis of 
water, oil, coal and other minerals and metals encountered in the operation 
and management of water works plants and systems properly should be 
the subject of research and standardization by the American Water Works 
Association; and 

Whereas, the establishment of reasonable standards of satisfactory water 
for domestic and various industrial uses is a desideratum in the field of public 
sanitation, as are standards respecting the kind and extent of purification 
processes to be adopted for the satisfactory correction of various types of 
raw water as well as the design and equipment of purification plants and 
systems; and 

Whereas, the American Water Works Association counts among its members 
many practical chemists, bacteriologists, epidemiologists, statisticians, con- 
sulting engineers and practical operators of water purification plants; 

Therefore Be It Resolved, that a Council on Standardization be formed; 
that this Council consist of five active members of the Association appointed 
by the President; and that the Council in turn appoint for the purpose of 
research and report certain sub-committees whose specific duties will be: 

1. To conduct the necessary research and promulgate standard methods 
of chemical and bacteriological analysis of water, and standard methods of 
analysis of coal, oil, chemicals, metals, cement, sand and other supplies em- 
ployed in water works construction and operation. In this connection it will 
be the purpose of this Association to cooperate with similar committees of 
other professional societies with a view to unification of methods. 

8 See page 761 of this Journal. 
8 See page 749 of this Journal. 
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2. To investigate and promulgate standards of satisfactory quality of 
water, with particular regard to the establishment of reasonable criteria 
respecting what analytical units constitute a pure and wholesome water for 
domestic consumption; a satisfactory water for the several more important 
industrial uses; and the kind and extent of purification processes to be adopted 
for the correction of pollution. 

3. To standardize, so far as practicable, the design and equipment of 
purification plants and systems, and methods of recording operating and 
analytical results therefrom. 

The vote for the city in which to hold the next convention resulted 
in the recommendation of Cleveland, Ohio, to the Convention 
Committee of the Association. 

Morning session, June 24. Presiding officers, President Davis 
and Trustee Cramer. 

The Nominating Committee reported that at a meeting at which 
all members but one were present, the following nominations were 
made unanimously: For President, Dr. Edward Bartow; for Vice- 
President, W. S. Cramer; for Treasurer, William W. Brush; for 
Trustee, Third District, George C. Gensheimer; for Trustee, Sixth 
District, J. Chris. Jensen. 

The following resolution, recommended by the Executive Com- 
mittee, was passed, subject to its final approval by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters: 

Whereas, the grounding of the secondaries of lighting transformers to 
water pipes promotes safeguarding of life and does not constitute a hazard to 
the piping system, be it 

Resolved, that the American Water Works Association approves the prac- 
tice of grounding the secondaries of lighting transformers to the water pipes, 
providing that the grounding is done in accordance with the rules of the 
National Electrical Code and the National Safety Code. 

The question, "What is the Proper Size of Meter for Multiple- 
Family Houses," was discussed by Henry P. Bohmann, G. A. Elliott 
(by letter), D. W. French, W. R. Edwards, F. T. Kemble, A. W. 
Cuddeback, J. N. Chester, J. Walter Ackerman, W. Z. Smith, 
A. H. Kneen, Wm. Luscombe, Adolph Mueller, Wm. A. Nial, 
E. E. Davis, Wm. F. Sullivan, and William W. Brush, and the 
convention voted to request the President to appoint a committee 
to investigate the subject. 

A paper on "Standardization of Brass Goods for Water Works" 
was read by Adolph Mueller and discussed by J. M. Diven, J. N. 
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Chester and the author. The convention voted to request the 
President to appoint a committee to cooperate with similar commit- 
tees of the New England Water Works Association and of the 
national organization of manufacturers of brass goods in preparing 
standards for brass goods for water works. 

The Committee on Standardization of Specifications for Water 
Meters presented a progress report. 

Afternoon session, June 24. Presiding officers, President Davis 
and Trustee Cramer. 

A paper on "The Prevention of Water Waste on Railroads" was 
presented by C. R. Knowles and discussed by Charles Haydock. 

An informal address on "Ice Formation," illustrated by lantern 
slides and moving pictures, was made by invitation by John Mur- 
phy, electrical engineer of the Canadian Department of Railways 
and Canals. It explained the nature of anchor ice and frazil and 
outlined methods of preventing their formation. The subject 
was discussed by Charles H. Lord, H. F. Dunham, F. H. Pitcher, 
Wm. W. Brush, A. U. Sanderson, C. A. Wadsworth, C. Arthur 
Brown and Mr. Murphy. 

A paper on "Some Aspects of Electrolysis" was presented by 
Dr. Gellert Alleman and discussed by H. F. Dunham, L. C. Whitsit, 
N. McL. R. Wilson, V. Bernard Siems and the author. 

It was voted to be the sense of the convention that a public ex- 
pression of appreciation should be made for the faithful work done 
by Secretary Diven in the past and that the Executive Committee 
should retain him in office. 

Secretary Diven announced the following gains in membership 
of the different Sections during 1919-1920; California, 17 members, 
an increase of 46 per cent; Central States, 45 members, an increase 
of 30 per cent; 4-States, 31 members, an increase of 22 per cent; 
Illinois, 17 members, an increase of 15 per cent; Iowa, 17 members, 
an increase of 40 per cent; Minnesota, 30 members, an increase of 
42 per cent; New York, 34 members, an increase of 29 per cent; 
Canada, 49 members, an increase of 79 per cent, winning the Hill 
Cup for 1919-1920, as previously stated. 

Evening session, June 24. Presiding officer, Trustee Cramer. 

A paper on "The Revenue Chargeable to Public Uses of Water 
in the City of Rochester" was presented by Stephen B. Story and 
discussed by Leonard Metcalf, Walter E. Miller and the author. 
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A paper on "Damage to Deep Wells by Sea Water," with lantern- 
slide illustrations, was presented by Dr. Wm. P. Mason and dis- 
cussed by H. F. Dunham, William Gore, Chester B. McFarland, 
Dr. Rudolph Hering and the author. 

A paper on "Cost-Plus Contracts in Water Works Construction" 
by George W. Fuller was presented by title, owing to the lateness of 
the hour and the absence of the author. 

A report 10 by the Associated General Contractors of America on 
"Standard Forms for Contracts" was presented by invitation by 
G. W. Buchholz and discussed by Wm. Luscombe, J. M. Diven and 
J. M. Goodell. It was stated in the discussion that under Article 
VIII, Section 1, the President had authority to appoint a special 
committee to act with the special committee of the Associated Gen- 
eral Contractors of America and therefore no vote to authorize this 
proceeding was needed. 

A paper 11 on the "War Burden of Water Works in the United 
States Continues" was presented by Leonard Metcalf and discussed 
by J. M. Diven, W. E. Miller, W. R. Conard, A. P. Folwell and the 
author. 

On motion of Past-President Leisen, chairman of the Resolutions 
Committee, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved: That the American Water Works Association records its deep 
appreciation of the untiring and highly successful efforts of Messrs. Hunter 
and Hutchinson, all other members of the Entertainment Committee of Mon- 
treal, and their associates in providing for the pleasure and entertainment of 
the members and guests of the Association during their sojourn in this city. 

There were about 310 active members, 150 associate members 
and 225 guests at the convention. On the morning of June 23 
there was a trip by steamer through the Lachine Rapids, in the eve- 
ning of that day a smoker, and on the morning of June 25 a visit to 
the water purification plants of the Montreal Water Department 
and of the Montreal Water & Power Company, luncheon being 
served at the latter. Excursions about the city, theatre and card 
parties were provided for the ladies during the convention. 

Chemical and bacteriological section, morning session, June 24. 
Presiding officer, Dr. Edward Bartow. The following papers were 
presented: 

10 See page 657 of this Journal. 

11 See Journal, July, 1920, page 471. 
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"Standards of Quality of Water," Jack J. Hinman, Jr.; discussed 
by Dr. Rudolph Hering, William Gore, Norman J. Howard, William 
J. Orchard, Richard Messer, Dr. Bartow and the author. 

"Cooperative Research in Water Purification," 12 Abel Wolman; 
discussed by Sheppard T. Powell, Robert Spurr Weston and Wm. 
J. Orchard. The Section voted to endorse the recommendations 
in the paper and to request the Council on Standardization to inves- 
tigate the possibility of cooperative research before the next con- 
vention. 

"Index Numbers and the Scoring of Water Supplies," Abel 
Wolman; presented by title. 

"Recent Progress in the Fight against Typhoid Fever," Wm. J. 
Orchard; discussed by Dr. W. P. Mason, Leonard Metcalf, Abel 
Wolman, Richard Messer, Helman Rosenthal, Jack J. Hinman, 
Jr., Dr. Bartow and the author. 

Chemical and bacteriological section, afternoon session, June 24. 
Presiding officer, Robert Spurr Weston. The following papers were 
presented: 

"A Mailing-Case Method of Long-Distance Bacteriological 
Control of Water Supplies," MacHarvey McCrady; discussion by 
Abel Wolman and the author. 

"The Dallas, Texas, Water Purification Plant," Helman Rosenthal. 

The following officers of the Section were elected: For Chairman, 
Capt. Jack J. Hinman, Jr.; for Secretary, Abel Wolman; for Execu- 
tive Committee, MacHarvey McCrady, Wm. J. Orchard and J. C. 
Diggs. 

The attendance at the sessions of the Section was about fifty. 

BACK COPIES OF THE JOURNAL WANTED 

The rapid growth of the Association this year has practically 
exhausted the supply of Journals for January, March and May, 
1920, in the Secretary's office. Members who have copies of these 
issues which they do not care to preserve are requested to send them 
to the Secretary, at 153 West 71st Street, New York. 

12 See Journal, July, 1920, page 572. 



